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Our Pilgrims’  Journey via the 3

rd
 Age 

We were delighted to have 

Catherine Darby, a Notre Dame 

Sister from Manchester, as our 

guide and companion in the first 

few days. 

She creatively wove art, poetry, 

humour and silence to gently 

encourage us to share personal 

experiences and reflections in 

our large and smaller groups. In 

turn, many continued our 

conversations in walks or over 

coffee. 

Catherine emphasised current 

research of how our own positive 

ATTITUDE to life can replace 

the “grim” in pilgrimage and lead to the fullness of life and 

fitness for joy that Jesus promises us as we grow older. 

Fun, close friendships and sense of humour, and also 

gentle pace and lots of space are needed in our pilgrim 

backpacks. 

Her sensitive approach to “l'age d'or” via images of various 

portals opened doors to consideration of our future paths in 

our 3
rd

 (integration) stage and 4
th
 (completion) stage of life, 

was deftly done. As Catherine asserted “and the best is yet 

to come!” 

In expressing our heartfelt thanks for all the blessings 

Catherine contributed and shared I add my personal 

appreciation as we discovered we shared several 

significant others in our lives, one of whom I journeyed 

with for a week of deep manly sharing as elders en route to 

Manziana.     - Br Pat Thompson 

 

Brother Michael McAward's Visit 

   Brother Mike McAward from the Society of Mary - 

Marianist - General Administration visited us on Monday, 

3 November.  He made a presentation about the Marianist 

Charism and the events around the foundation of the 

Marianists. Michael highlighted Father Chaminade's 

ministry during and after the French Revolution. He 

pointed out that Father Chaminade and his collaborators 

founded a religious family of four branches, namely, many 

sodalities (religious associations for the Christian 

formation of the members and for social action) and from 

the sodalities three institutes of consecrated life. In 1816 he 

and Adel de Batz de Trenquellion founded the Daughters 

of Mary. In1817 he founded the Society of Mary with 

members of the men's sodality. The fourth branch, the 

Alliance Mariale, like the 

two religious communities 

grew from members of the 

sodalities committing 

themselves to live 

consecrated lives in the 

spirituality of the sodality.  

   Brother Michael also 

pointed out similarities 

between the Marianist and 

Marist charisms that make the cooperation between our 

two orders in the Third Age Spirituality program so 

fruitful. Finally, he expressed gratitude for the invitation 

from the FMS to the SM to participate in the Manziana 

program.  

 

River-ever-ever 
 

I wish I could write 

the sound of a river 

 

as filled with delight 

it laughs liquid silver 

 

or it trickle-tinkles in the heat 

when the ground around is parched and bleached 

 

or, rage-rush roaring, its primal calls 

come crack-crashing off its high stone walls 

 

or, sometimes, the slow low lap of its journey’s end 

seeping, almost silent, into its final friend. 

 

I wish I could write 

the sound of a river 

 

both fixed in its flight 

and changing forever. 

 

Here today, another tomorrow, 

polishing joy, smoothing the sorrow. 

Stephen Eric Smyth 



Visit to Le Puy 

Wednesday 12 November was the day 

of our visit to Le Puy. Our Lady was 

certainly smiling on us that day as we 

had fine weather for the whole of our 

visit while rain was the order of the 

day at the Hermitage. Our 

appointments at Le Puy were for Mass 

in the cathedral and prayer at the shrine 

of the Black Madonna. Mass was 

celebrated by a rather eccentric priest 

who took the opportunity of the feast 

day of the founder of the diocese, Saint 

Evodius, to sing the praises of 

hierarchy and episcopal authority. At the end, he asked us 

for a hymn to Mary and we 

responded with the Salve Regina. 

We were going to sing that before 

the Black Madonna, but had to 

settle for the Sub Tuum in our 

moment of prayer there. 

For Marists, of course, the shrine is 

associated with Courveille’s 

miraculous cure from blindness, 

the Virgin’s revelation to him in 

1812 of her wish to have a 

religious society founded in her 

name, and the initial project of the 

Society of Mary. While Courveille 

himself caused problems for 

Champagnat and the brothers later 

at the Hermitage and then had to leave the Society, we 

must not forget that, unlike Colin, he had no problem 

accommodating Champagnat’s “we must have brothers” in 

his vision of the Society, and that he provided 

indispensable financial aid in the purchase of the first 

property at the Hermitageand in the subsequent building. 

But Le Puy is also important to us for another reason – the 

recovery of a forgotten aspect of our Marist spirituality. 

The Black 

Madonna in 

medieval 

symbolism is 

the seat of 

wisdom, the 

throne of the 

Word of God. 

She represents 

for Christians 

the Lady 

Wisdom of the 

Old Testament, 

the feminine 

face of God. 

With Br Emili calling us today to be mystics and prophets 

and the Marian face of the Church, we have good reason to 

make sure that Le Puy remains an important stop on our 

Marist pilgrimages. 

As well as this, Le Puy hosts Our Lady of France, a statue 

similar in dimensions to the Statue of Liberty, made from 

cannons after the Crimean war, and a major transit point 

for the Carmina pilgrimage to Compostella. A further 

feature of Le Puy is that it saw the origins of the Josephite 

Sisters, the first non-cloistered Congregation. 

 

Notre Dame de Fourvière 

Following the Marist pioneers 198 years after they had 

gathered in this chapel to confirm their pledge to found a 

Society dedicated to Mary, we took turns to likewise sign 

opposite their 

signatures our 

resolve to continue 

our fidelity to the 

same spirit. This 

unity of spirit, in 

the very same 

place, was almost 

tangible. A most 

memorable 

experience. 

Following this 

memorial, we 

explored the 

Basilica, the crypt 

with its mosaics, 

notably the Compostella pilgrimage. There is an incredibly 

strong faith in this area, shown in the structures and also 

the crowds which are always in evidence. France is still the 

“oldest daughter of the Church” even if a fractious one at 

times! 

 

 


